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REPORT OF 

 
The Strategic Director for the Place Directorate 

 

TO 
 

Procurement Board 
 

ON 

 
2nd March 2022 

 

 
 

TITLE:  Request for approval to go out to competition through the Go Neutral 
Framework for contractors to design and build up to 14 battery storage systems as 

part of the Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme.  

 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 

That Procurement Board grant authority for the contractors, design and build up to 
14 battery storage systems as part of the Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme to 
be procured in accordance with the Council’s Contract Procedure Rules through the 

GMCA’s Go Neutral framework. 

 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:   

The purpose of this report is to request approval to go out to the Go Neutral 

Framework for the delivery of the above mentioned project. 

Salford City Council is seeking to install battery storage systems across up to 14 

sites to compliment the Solar PV install and maximise the benefit to Salford City 
Council in respect of reducing electricity costs. The proposed sites are as listed at 
Annex 1 and will be part of its contribution towards Greater Manchester’s target of 

becoming a carbon-neutral city region by 2038.  

Salix has agreed, with the GMCA, a change control to extend the delivery of the 

project from 30th Sept 21 to 30th June 2022 for those sites that need it. This will 
allow for battery storage systems to be installed and eligible for the grant funding 
which is estimated to be £1m for the 14 sites and 100% grant funded.   

 
BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:  

 Five year environment plan for Greater Manchester 

 Property & Regen Briefing 25th October 2021 and 28th February 2022 
 



  

KEY DECISION: No 

 
 
DETAILS:  

Background 

The GM 5 Year Environment Plan sets out five key environmental challenges that 
threaten the future health and prosperity of our City Region and the vision for 

Greater Manchester to be a clean, carbon neutral, climate resilient city region with a 
thriving natural environment and circular, zero-waste economy. Following the 

publication of the 5 Year Plan Salford CC declared a Climate Emergency, stating its 
commitment to the plan and to becoming carbon neutral by 2038. The plan sets out 
the urgent actions all of us need to take over the next five years. 

 
Salford City Council is seeking to install battery storage systems at 14 sites to 

increase the flexibility of local energy supply as part of its contribution towards 
Greater Manchester’s target of becoming a carbon-neutral city region by 2038. The 
GM 5 Year Environment Plan commits GM to increasing local renewable energy 

generation by at least 45 MW by 2024 and councils need to be at the forefront of this 
work.  

 
The addition of battery storage will allow for the opportunity to maximise the use of 
on-site generation at peak periods rather than exporting any excess energy 

generated to the grid, as well as the batteries being able to charge at the cheaper 
night tariff and for this stored energy being used on site and therefore reduce the 

reliance on grid supply at the higher day rate. 
 
Salix has agreed, with the GMCA, a change control to extend the delivery of the 

project from 30th Sept 21 to 30th June 2022 for those sites that need it. This will 
allow for battery storage systems to be installed and eligible for the grant funding 

which is estimated to be £1m for the 14 sites and 100% grant funded.   
 
Energy Storage System Sites 

Through the delivery of the project the GMCA has identified spare budget capacity 
that could fund further installations and as such asked partners to submit the sites 

they could deliver within the extended timeframe to 30th June 2022.  

The 14 sites identified for battery storage consist of those solar PV sites that have a 
day/night tariff for electricity and therefore provide the best opportunity to maximise 

additional energy cost savings by storage of any excess PV generation as well as 
allowing for load shifting by storage of electricity at the cheaper night rate and for this 

to be used during the day. Please see Annex 1. The sites vary in size and nature 
and have been reviewed by the GMCA alongside the eligibility criteria for the 
funding. The GMCA has confirmed that 100% could be provided by the grant. 

To date we are progressing well with the original installations at the 31 sites 
approved. The majority of the 21 PV sites are installed and awaiting commissioning 

and handover, with 5 fully commissioned. Given the scale of pace that delivery has 



  

been achieved on the initial sites there is confidence that these additional sites can 
also be achieved by the funding deadline. 

Go Neutral framework 

It is proposed that the route to procure that is used is the Go Neutral Smart Energy 

framework that has been procured by the GMCA. This is a national Framework that 
is for use by GM authorities. The Framework has four lots and one specifically for the 
types of works that we are to commission for battery storage. Therefore, we propose 

to run a mini competition, as per the framework guidance, with the appointed 
framework contractors under Lots 1: 

Lot 1. Roof Mounted Solar PV & Battery Storage  

Social Value 

The framework has been evaluated with the following weightings, 40% Commercial 

and 60% Quality including 15% Social value. With works awarded through the Mini 
competitions, Salford will be able to tailor the Social Value questions specifically to 

the works we are awarding. 

 
 

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:  

 Five year environment plan for Greater Manchester 

 Great Eight Priority - Tackling the climate emergency 

 Climate Emergency Declaration 

 
EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS: N/A

 
 
ASSESSMENT OF RISK:   

 
The programme has a risk register in place and mitigation measures. 
 

The main risk is around timescales to undertake the procurement, appointment and 
delivery of the scheme by June 22. This has been discussed with the Go Neutral 

framework and GMCA in relation to the PSDS 1 scheme. The timescales are 
challenging and a reduced programme may have to be delivered but it is thought 
there is capacity in the framework to deliver to these timescales.  

 

 
 
SOURCE OF FUNDING:   

100% grant funding - See financial comments below.  

 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: Supplied by: Tony Hatton 

 



  

When commissioning contracts for the procurement of goods, services or the 
execution of works the Council as a ‘contracting authority’ must comply with the Public 

Contracts Regulations 2015 (PCR) as well as the provisions of its own Contractual 
Standing Orders (CSO’s), Financial Regulations and the duties of Best and Social 

value. CSO’s stipulate that where a suitable framework exists, this must be used 
unless there is an auditable reason not to do so. 
 

The purpose of a framework agreement is to select through a procurement/ evaluation 
process a number of providers who can meet the service requirements of the Council, 

as and when those services are required. If they are required then the Council will 
undertake an exercise to call off the services from one or more of the providers who 
have been selected to be on the framework and this may be through any number of 

ways such as mini-competition, or direct allocation, depending on the circumstances. 
A contract will then be formed between the Council and the chosen provider/s. The 

Council will need to follow the procedure set out in the framework agreement to ensure 
the procurement process is compliant and bids are evaluated in accordance with 
published criteria.  

 
The proposed procurement of the works and services will be by way of a tender 

exercise using the Go Neutral framework, which was procured in accordance with the 
PCR to allow the Council, and other GM contracting authorities, through open 
competitive process, to access an arrangement whereby suppliers can be preselected 

to supply a defined scope of works or services under an agreed set of terms and 
conditions under various Lots. The terms and conditions established under the 

framework agreement govern the contracts let under the framework although each 
contract will inevitably have some differences to reflect the agreement struck between 
the parties to the contract. Compliance with the processes will ensure that the risk of 

challenge to the award of a contract is minimal and that any challenge, should it 
materialise, is extremely unlikely to be successful.  

Legal shall be happy to advise on the grant funding agreement between the Council 
and GMCA to ensure the Council’s interests are protected. The terms of any grant 
funding agreement will need to be adhered to in the event that there are clawback 

provisions for failure to comply. 
 

 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: Supplied by: Gemma Singleton, Senior Accountant Tel: 
0161 793 2578 

 
GMCA has confirmed that the funding will provide 100% of the PSDS 1 project cost 

for the 14 proposed battery sites from grant (c£1m). 

 
 

PROCUREMENT IMPLICATIONS: Supplied by:  Heather Stanton, Category 
Manager 

 
The use of the Go Neutral Smart Energy Framework is a national framework which 
has been identified as a compliant route to market.  We intend to run a further 

competition under the framework with a 15% allocation to Social Value utilising the 
Salford TOMs in order to gain further value for money on this project. 



  

 
 

 
 

HR IMPLICATIONS: Supplied by: N/A 
 

 
 
CLIMATE CHANGE IMPLICATIONS: Supplied by: Hayley Nixon 

 
Salford City Council is seeking to install battery storage systems at 14 sites to 
increase the flexibility of local energy supply as part of its contribution towards 

Greater Manchester’s target of becoming a carbon-neutral city region by 2038. The 
GM 5 Year Environment Plan commits GM to increasing local renewable energy 

generation by at least 45 MW by 2024 and councils need to be at the forefront of this 
work. 

 
 
OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED:  

 
 
CONTACT OFFICER: Majid Maqbool, Energy Manager 

Hayley Nixon, Commercial Project Manager 
 

TELEPHONE NUMBER:  

 
WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):  

N/A

 
 
Annex 1 – Battery Storage System Proposed Sites 

 

Site Name Type 

Worsley Leisure Centre Battery 

Broughton Leisure Centre Battery 

Irlam & Cadishead Leisure Centre Battery 

Salford Sports Village Battery 

St George's Day Centre Battery 

Salford Opportunities Centre Battery 

Fit City Eccles Battery 

Whittle Street Children's Home Battery 

Ordsall Leisure Centre  Battery 

Granville (EPH Stanhurst) Battery 

Alder Brook Primary Battery 

The Learning Centre Buille Hill Battery 
Brierley House Day Care Centre Battery 

Children’s Home, 159 Station Road Battery 



  

 


